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To whom it may concern,

I would like to offer my highest recommendation for Ezri Tyler, whom I have known for four

years as a student journalist and editor of the school newspaper. Her freshman year, Ezri joined

my beginning journalism class. On her first day in my class, Ezri expressed her interest in

journalism and in staying with the program, and it became clear to me, on that very day, that it

would not be long before she would be running the newspaper as Editor-in-Chief. Throughout

her freshman year, her high quality work - whether it was a photo, a page design or a story -

meant much of her work was included in the paper, and the editors that year included her in the

staff box as copy editor. Her sophomore year, she was news editor and flourished, writing some

of the best and strongest stories we published. She launched right into leadership her junior year,

as one of three lead co-editors overseeing all aspects of newspaper production. In her final year,

she is Editor-in-Chief, proving my instincts correct.

Over the years, she has won a myriad of awards for her writing and design work on the paper.

Her interest in honing her skills and her interest in pursuing journalism make her seek out

opportunities wherever she can find them, so the national and local conventions we attended as a

staff have always attracted her. In 2019, Ezri went along with many others on her newspaper

staff to a national journalism convention in Washington DC. Ezri shined on this national stage

with other like-minded teenagers. Her vast knowledge, not only in journalism, but in almost any

topic of national and international importance, put her on a level playing field with the others

who attended round-table discussions as well as break-out sessions. One particular memory I

have that speaks volumes about Ezri’s love of learning happened at this convention. She asked

me if she could attend one of the special pre-conference field trips they were offering in DC, and

I was thrilled because most students would rather use the pre-conference time to do their own

thing. When I looked into it, I came back to her with news that I thought would be disappointing.

All of the most interesting field trips (to me) were sold out - every spot was taken; however,

there was one still open. I told her I could get her into a tour of the Library of Congress. Ezri was

sincerely thrilled, dare I say, giddy. Right away, she said, “Oh my gosh! That is the one I was

hoping for!” Not only did she attend the trip, but she also inspired two other students to go along

with her … and they loved it every bit as much as she did.



In every respect, Ezri’s integrity and tenacity never shined brighter than when Covid hit and

forced us to launch our newspaper online. Ezri took the reins and taught herself to use a site

platform and create our webpage; we were publishing on the Internet in the spring of 2020 - right

after schools were first shut down. Our physical newspaper was popular and well-read on

campus, but until she led the way and made the switch, we had no online presence. Ezri did

everything. She created the page designs, logos and text styles, and added interactive elements

including social media links. The paper remained fully online throughout last year, her junior

year, and she posted every story and photo herself. Ezri also led the way when it came to

communicating with the staff and including their contributions. She set up and ran Zoom

meetings, met with small groups in break-out sessions and trained struggling reporters

one-on-one. The most important thing she did, though, was share her enthusiasm, confidence and

work ethic. Ezri made it all look easy and even fun, just as she continues to do this year as

Editor-in-Chief. Our school newspaper has a 30-year-old award-winning tradition, and even

through Covid, Ezri Tyler kept that tradition going as strong as ever. Her hard work and growth

throughout high school will culminate in her final competition; in February, Ezri plans to enter

the Journalist of the Year contest at the national level.

I am phasing out of my career, so I gave up my newspaper adviser role this year. Deciding to

leave was difficult, but Ezri truly is part of the reason I knew I could go. It was always clear she

could her peers on staff without much input from me. Not surprisingly, starting before this school

year began, Ezri has supported the new adviser through a seamless transition. She takes care of

just about everything herself; still, respectfully, she relies on the good judgement of her adviser

in all things. She sets all the deadlines, grades all the writing, photography and design work, and

she edits every story. Many students would be daunted by such heavy responsibility, especially

since it involves leading one’s peers; however, Ezri has embraced the challenge.

In working with her over the years, I have seen Ezri mature into a fine young leader, and quite

honestly, a good friend. I am confident that you will see great things come from Ezri Tyler, just

as I have.

Sincerely,

Deanne Hutchison



Ezri’s Former Newspaper Adviser
Sunnyslope High School


